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The Second Annual Festival of Trees
Brings Holiday Cheer to Grants Pass!

After many months of planning and hundreds of hours of elfin labor, the second annual Festival of Trees
opened its doors on Friday, December 3, 2004. The Josephine County Fairground Pavilion sparkled with the lights of
thirty-one uniquely decorated trees, wreaths, and holiday decorations. Many wonderful items, donated by local arti-
sans and businesses, were available for sale via a silent auction that continued throughout the festival. Attendees could
find great food at the Candy Cane Café, which was sponsored by the Coalition for Kids, and Santa was on duty every
day, ready to have his picture taken with visiting children. Children were also invited to make holiday crafts and play
games at Santa’s workshop. The festival continued throughout the weekend with live entertainment every day, and
various activities for people of all ages to enjoy.

On Saturday morning Gottschalks sponsored a holiday fashion show and champagne brunch. Backroads Grill,
the Brick Oven, G Street Bar and Grill, R-Haus, Rogue Coffeehouse, Sandy’s Candies, and Tee Time Coffee Shop pro-
vided catering for the brunch. Later that night, over 200 people arrived for the Gala, a formal affair that included a sit-
down dinner and a live auction. Partygoers arrived and had time to browse before being seated at their tables for din-
ner. A fantastic dinner, that included Valley View wine and a delicious dessert, was created and served by the staff of
Hungry Woodsman restaurant and Star Catering. Wayne Liska, master auctioneer, wowed the attendees with his vocal
gymnastics as he led the auction of the 31 themed trees, three Lorenzo Ghiglieri sculptures, and various packages, such
as a cruise from Holland America and an “extreme makeover” package. After the auction, the party continued with
music by the Tim Miller Band.

On Sunday, the pavilion rang with the sounds of singing and laughter, as children, young and old, gathered for
the Teddy Bear Picnic. Evergreen Bank sponsored the picnic, which included lunch, crafts, songs, storytelling, and a
teddy bear parade.

All told, the festival brought in just over $66,000 and provided many people in the community an opportunity
to get to know more about Options for Southern Oregon and the services we provide. We would like to express our
deepest gratitude to all of the people and businesses that sponsored trees or events, made donations, volunteered their
time, or attended the festival. We would especially like to recognize the contributions of Nancy Driskell, our Event Co-
ordinator, who worked so very hard for many months to create a memorable and successful festival.

Spreading the word — Employment Works! Options’ Board of Directors
Ralph Trigg, President
Jeff Krolick, Options Clinical Director and Sharon

Bryson, Employment Works Director, and two consumers John Sawyer, Vice-President - JimHuber, Secty./Treas.

who have found successful competitive employment| | Nick Hogg Rashell Brown Lana Faszer
through the Employment Works program made an all-
day presentation in Bend for Deschutes County Voca-| | Francine Gentile Pat Wedman Kelly Wessels
tional Rehabilitation to present Supported Employment. o ]

Jeff also presented Supported Employment at the | | Pat Wolke Marjorie Underwood  Denise Olsen

annual Community Action Directors of Oregon (CADO)

conference in Seaside, OR. Rick Jones Felicity Elworthy




Options Planning
for Community Garden

We'd like to update our readers on the progress of Op-
tions’ Community Garden. Over the past several
months, Options staff have been getting the site ready
for the community garden to open this Spring. Before
anything is planted there is still much work to be done.
Over the next three months we are adding soil amend-
ments, fencing the garden site, planting permanent
landscaping, constructing plots, and registering com-
munity members to be garden plot holders.

The Options Community Garden is in need of ongoing
community support and volunteer labor. We need
help constructing a handicap-accessible entry and
building raised plots. On Friday, February 11t we will
be having our second volunteer “work party” at the
garden where we will be working on constructing and
separating individual garden plots.

We are extremely grateful for the support we have re-
ceived from individuals and organizations including
the Four Way Foundation, Chandler Pipeline Con-
struction, Master Gardeners, Josephine County Juve-
nile Center, Barbara Steffey, Retired & Senior Volun-
teer Program and Grower’s Market.

The garden will provide 30-35 plots, available to indi-
viduals and nonprofit organizations at a nominal an-
nual fee of $25. Registration for the Options Commu-
nity Garden is open to the public and begins February
15t You can register by contacting Options or by fill-
ing out the online registration form.

For more information regarding the community gar-
den please contact Joe Serres, Programs Assistant at
jserres@optionsonline.org, 541-476-2373 ext. 125, or
visit www.optionsonline.org/CommunityGarden.htm

GARDEN WISH LIST GARDEN WORK

) PARTY!
Soil Amendments

. Friday, February 11th,
Gardening Tools

2-5p.m.
Tool Shed

Please join us for a few
hours of volunteer work
to help build the Options
Community Garden!
Bring gloves, pizza &
refreshments provided.

Hoses/Sprinklers
Picnic Tables & Benches

Standing Bulletin Board

Miles Describes Recovery

Miles is a young man who has been working with Options’
Case Management and Employment Works programs for
the past two and a half years. While he has been making
progress all along, Miles’ life has changed significantly in
the last year. On January 13" Miles was the first con-
sumer to graduate from Dual Solutions drug and alcohol
treatment program. Additionally, in the last six months
Miles has returned to work. First he worked at Options
washing the fleet of cars, then moved on to a catering/
grounds keeping position at the Riverside Conference Cen-
ter. Finally, Miles has received his GED from Rogue Com-
munity College and is considering attending college-level
classes in the spring term. Crystal McMahon, Options
Case Manager, sat down with Miles for a conversation
regarding his recent successes.

Crystal: How did you manage to quit using drugs and
alcohol?

Miles: By going into the Dual Solutions program, see-
ing a counselor there and attending groups. By at-
tending AA meetings at the High-Lo Club. By obtain-
ing and talking to a sponsor and by getting support
from family, friends and the staff at Options. It has
been a long struggle, but I kept on trying and this time
it seems to be working.

Crystal: What would you say to others who are in the
process of recovery?

Miles: 1 would have to say that belief in a higher
power is very important. Developing a large support
network is very helpful. Setting goals and accomplish-
ing them has helped me to develop confidence- stop
remembering yesterday and start thinking about to-
MOrrow.

Crystal: Where do you plan to go from here?

Miles: | would like to acquire another part time job,
get a car and attend classes at RCC. I'd like to obtain
an AA degree. Maybe sometime in the future | will
work at the Crisis Resolution Center or some other
human service position. By personally going through
the recovery process, both from mental illness and
addiction, I feel I have something to offer people.

Crystal: We would agree that you have a lot to offer!

As you can imagine, there are a lot of people who are very
proud of Miles’ accomplishments to date and look forward
to hearing about his future. Thank you, Miles.



New Contracts and Funding

US Bank — US Bank recently donated $1000 to Op-
tions in support of our service programs.

Community Development Block Grants—
Options was recently chosen as the Community De-
velopment Block Grant (CDBG) monitor for the con-
struction of a Head Start child development center on
the Rogue Community college campus. In addition,
Options was awarded the CDBG grant administration
contract for the Siskiyou Community Health Clinic in
Cave Junction. For both of these projects, Options
will provide monitoring to ensure that they comply
with regulatory requirements and projected time-
lines.

A Fond “See You Later”

After 17 years with Options, Darrel Pearce has
moved on. Darrel came to Options in 1988 and al-
most immediately began working on the projects that
would define his legacy at Options — creating safe,
affordable housing for people with low incomes and
mental illness. Over the years, Darrel took the lead in
the creation of the Willows, Blackberry Knoll,
Starthistle, Red Oak Manor, and Westview Commons
apartment buildings, as well as the remodeling of the
Options building. In addition to these projects, Dar-
rel participated in grant writing, consulting, and pub-
lished the Options newsletter. In his spare time, Dar-
rel helped start the Ashland Independent Film Festi-
val and will now apply his considerable talents to the
continued development of the festival, which is now
in it's fourth year. Darrel is greatly missed at Op-
tions, but we wish him the best of luck and are very
grateful for the warmth, vision, humor, and creativity
that he shared with us over the years.

New Hires

We would like to announce the arrival of two new
faces at Options:

*Gary Nelson has been hired to assist with the
maintenance of Options’ physical plant, including
the main office building and apartment complexes.
Gary will also coordinate Options Transportation
Service and assist with website development.
Gary’s background in engineering and construction
will surely be an asset to our agency.

*Monica Wickham is our new Housing Support
Specialist. Monica will work in Options’ Recovery
Homes, the two clean and sober housing facilities
recently acquired from LAMP, Inc. Monica will co-
ordinate the programs and assist residents in their
transition into sobriety and independent living.
Monica works part time and is also pursuing a de-
gree in Human Services.

Welcome to Gary and Monica!

This is the eleventh issue of the Options Newsletter
and marks the beginning of our fourth year of pub-
lication. We wish to thank all the gracious donors
who have utilized this avenue to support Options.
We also wish to express our heartfelt appreciation
to the Meyer Memorial Trust, from whom the
grant originated to make this newsletter possible.

Email

If you would prefer to receive our newsletter by email, please give us a call,
drop us a letter or email us. This will save Options money on paper and postage.
Phone: 541-476-2373 leave a message for Charlotte or Angela

Check out our website:

Email: cthompson@optionsonline.org

www.optionsonline.org




